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FIBERGLASS INSERTS AND
HEAVY GLASS SHOWER DOORS

Installing frameless heavy glass shower doors on fiberglass shower walls is not
recommended because fiberglass walls are not strong enough to support the
weight and structural demands of heavy glass. Here's why:

1. LACK OF STRUCTURAL SUPPORT
e Heavy Glass Weight: Frameless heavy glass doors typically weigh 80-100
pounds or more. Fiberglass walls are thin and lack the reinforcement needed
to hold that weight securely.
* Flexibility of Fiberglass: Fiberglass is a flexible material, and the constant
movement of the door can cause the walls to flex or crack over time.
2. RISK OF DAMAGE
e Stress Points: Heavy glass doors require secure mounting points for hinges
and brackets. Installing these on fiberglass can cause stress fractures or even
break the material.
e Long-Term Wear: Over time, the stress of holding heavy glass can lead to
loosening of hardware, wall damage, and leaks.
3. SAFETY CONCERNS
e |f the walls fail to hold the glass securely, there's a risk of the glass door falling
or shattering, which can cause serious injury.
4. WARRANTY ISSUES
* Many heavy glass manufacturers and installers will void warranties if the door is
installed on fiberglass, as it's not designed to support the weight safely.

RECOMMENDED SOLUTION

If a client wants a frameless heavy glass shower door, the shower walls should be
made of durable, reinforced materials like tile, stone, or a custom-built structure that
can support the weight. Alternatively, lighter framed or semi-frameless glass doors
may work better with fiberglass walls.

By explaining these factors clearly to homeowners or contractors, you can help them
understand why heavy glass isn't suitable for fiberglass walls and guide them toward
safer, more durable options.



